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Course Description: 

This class engages students in the intersection of writing and social justice, to show that writing and art are the primary vehicles that all cultures use to transform immediate experience into enduring meaning. 

Course Objectives:   

1) Explore the skills writers use to observe, record, and interpret events that are beyond the boundary of social and linguistic norms, like disasters, genocide, and terrorism;

2) Analyze the social-historical contexts for the literature of witness and other works of creative non-fiction, so that students think critically about the culture in which they live and the kinds of literature it produces. 

Student Learning Outcomes:  

Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to:

Analyze and evaluate in class discussions, creative presentations, podcasts, and written assignments the way immediate experience is rendered into mediated experience.

1) Apply techniques of literary analysis to the course texts in written assignments, quizzes and/or exams.

Demonstrate an artistic appreciation for the literature of witness and other works of creative non-fiction by creating similar, smaller texts or podcasts of their own.

2) Evaluate the form of any genre of writing not just respond to the content;


3) Collaborate with others in a group to create a visual, oral, or textual response to a pivotal cultural event.

Length of Course:
44 lecture hours

Grading Method:
Letter grade (A-F) and or Pass/No Pass.
Prerequisites:
None
Recommended:
Pass WR-090 or placement in WR-121, pass RD-090 or placement in 


RD-115.
Required Text:
Suggestion of required text still to be determined by instructor:


Forche, Carolyn. Selected poems from Against Forgetting. NY: Norton, 


1993.



The Bedazzled Gaze: On Perspective and Paradoxes in Witness 


Literature (P England)



Witness: The Inward Testimony (N Gordimer)



Literature as Testimony: The Search for Truth (X-J Gao)


Naguib Mahfouz's "Zaabalawi,"



Ceremony, Leslie Marmon Silko


Reinventing the Enemy’s Language: Contemporary Native Women’s 



Writing of North America, Joy Harjo.



Breaking the Silence: Writing as ‘Witness’  Gloria Bird.


Fire and Ink: An Anthology of Social Action Writing, Frances Payne Adler,


Debra Busman, Diana Garcia, Eds.



Drawing the Open Wound: The Signifying Silences of Elie Wiesel, Markus 



J. Pietzsch.



Sections from Pedagogy of the Oppressed, Paulo Freire
Major Topic Outline:
I. Witness through participation

a.  the body as text

II. Witness through observation

a. the use of eye witness testimony

b. safety and complicity

c. the role of the photograph/er

III. Witness through imagination

a. in/venting

b. co-opting the voice of the voiceless

IV. Witness through reflection

a. Revisionist history

V. Witness and silence

a. Complicity/consent

b. honoring
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Witness Literature
 Mark competencies addressed by this course.

· Mark “C” if this course completes the criterion/competency

· Mark“S” if a substantial portion of the criterion/competency is met in this course

· Mark “P” if the criterion/competency is partially met in this course

 As a result of completing the AAOT /ASOT, students will be able to:

	1. OUTCOME: Writing
	

	A. Write fluently and appropriately for a variety of audiences, situations, and academic disciplines.

B. Revise effectively.

C. Use technology to prepare manuscripts and pursue research.

D. Respond to and defend positions on complex ideas, issues, and texts, using sources effectively and ethically.
	P

	E. 
	

	F. 
	

	G. 
	P

	2. OUTCOME: Speech and Communications
	

	A. Use knowledge of various influences on the communication process to create and interpret messages.

B. Organize and deliver effective verbal and nonverbal messages.
	

	C. 
	

	3. OUTCOME: Mathematics
	

	A. Use college level mathematics to analyze and solve problems.

B. Recognize mathematics applications and apply appropriate techniques to arrive at solutions.

C. Accurately interpret and communicate results.
	

	D. 
	

	E. 
	

	4. OUTCOME: Humanities, Arts and Letters
	

	A. Analyze and form critical responses in subjects such as literature, music, the visual and performing arts.

B. Make use of the creative process to enrich their quality of life; critically analyze their values and ethics within the stream of human experience.

C. Engage more fully in local and global issues.
	

	D. 
	

	E. 
	

	5. OUTCOME: Social Sciences
	

	A. Apply analytical skills to historical and contemporary social phenomena so as to explain, evaluate, and predict human behavior.

B. Apply knowledge and experience to achieve an informed sense of self, family, community, and society.
	

	C. 
	

	6. OUTCOME: Science
	

	A. Demonstrate basic knowledge in science.

B. Apply scientific knowledge in the process of understanding and analyzing relevant issues.

C. Understand, analyze, and critically evaluate scientific data.

D. Explain how science investigates and develops explanations of physical phenomena.
	

	E. 
	

	F. 
	

	G. 
	

	7. AAOT  EMBEDDED FOUNDATIONAL CONTENT:
	

	A. Demonstrate information literacy and critical analytical activity.

B. Demonstrate an awareness of culture and community issues, values, resources and diversity.

C. Express growing awareness of physical activity as part of a healthy lifestyle.
	

	D. 
	P

	E. 
	

	8. ASOT OUTCOMES: 
	

	A. Understand and apply micro- and macroeconomic theories and models to individual, group, and societal behavior and choices.

B. Recognize and apply business statistical methods and explain how they affect business decision making.

C. Prepare letters, reports and memos related to business topics using technology.
	

	D. 
	

	E. 
	



